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FPRAGMENTS FROM SAPPEO

1e INTRODUCTIOR

At neontime

When the earth is
bright with flaming

heat falling straight down

I teek my lyre and said:

Come new, my heavenly

torteise shell: bdeoome

a speaking instrumemt

3. IT'S MO USE

It's no use

Mother dear, I
can't finish my
weaving

You may
blame Aphredite

seft as she is
she has almest

killed me with
love for that woy

S. WE DRINK YOUR NEALTN

We drink your health

Lucky bWridegroem!
New the wedding yeu
asked for is over

and your wife is the
girl you asked fer;
she's a bride who is

charming te loek at,
with eyes as seft as
honey, and a face

that Love has lighted
with his ewn beauty.
Aphredite has surely

sutdone herself in
deing honer te you!l

%(© 1953, Regedts of the Uhiv. oF Calif,
Univ. of Cal¥. Fress

-28-

trans. by Mary Barnare”

2, PRAYER TO MY LADY OF PAPNOS
Praysr te my lady ef Paphes

Dapple-threned Aphrodite,
eternal daughter of Ged,
snare~knitter! Den't, I beg yeu,

oevw my heart with grief] Ceme,
as ence when you heard my far-
off ory and, listeninmng, stepped

from yeur father's house te your
old car, te yoke the pair whese
autiful thick-feathered wings

earing dewn mid-air frem heaven
carried you te light swiftly
on dark earth; then, blissful one,

smiling your immertal smile
you asked, What alled me mew that
made me call you again? What

was it that my distracted
hesart mest wanted? .....

What my heart most hepes will
happen, make happen; you your=
self jein ferces on my side!

L. AWED BY NER SPLENDOR

Awed by her splender

S8tars near the levely
meom cever their own
brigat faces

when she
1s roundest and lights
earth with her silver

In spring twilight

The full moon is shining:
Girls take their places
as though around an altar
6. EPILOG

Tenight I've watched

The meon and then

the Plelades

go dewn

The night is now
half-gone; youth

gees; I am

in bed alens

‘An&/éy/p¢rwu;iﬁuj
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